Castration of Dogs

The castration of dogs should be considered in the following circumstances:

1.  To limit straying, particularly in response to bitches in season.  Straying causes nuisance, e.g. road accidents; and unwanted litters.

2. To treat excessive and unacceptable sexual behaviour towards bitches, people and inanimate objects.

3. For medical reasons, e.g. to prevent or remove testicular tumours, or reduce perianal adenoma or prostatic hyperplasia.

4. To treat some cases of dominance aggression.  The use of hormone injections first may be helpful in determining the benefit of castration in these cases.

5. To prevent the perpetuation of genetic defects.

6. To improve temperament – castration rarely produces undesirable changes in temperament; in fact a dog is likely to become more attached and attentive towards its owners.

Any weight gain can be controlled by attention to diet.

· Recommended from 6 months of age onwards

· Both testicles are removed – this is not a vasectomy

Veterinary advice should always be sought on each individual case.
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